
185.22 County Councillor Andy Tree report 
  
Here is my report for your 12 Jan 2023 Executive Committee meeting: 
 
Happy New Year to all Councillors and Officers and Whitehill Town Council. 
I have not attended any County Council or Committee meetings since I last wrote my report 
in Dec, due to Xmas period, but still plenty of County Council-related business to report on! 
 
SCHOOL EXPANSION 
Bordon Infant and Junior Schools and Oakmoor School are named in the capital programme 
report being presented to the Executive Lead Member for Children’s Services on the 12th 
January 2023. Bordon Infant and Junior Schools are named as it is proposed to expand the 
schools by 1fe (30 additional places per year group) and to expand Oakmoor School by 2fe 
(60 additional places per year group). I will attend this 'decision day' meeting and am also 
receiving a private briefing as local County Councillor. Therefore, I should have more details 
to report in due course. 
 
Hampshire County Council has a statutory duty to provide school places. Owing to an 
increase in the number of children in the school’s catchment area i.e. growth of local 
population - and in particular demand for Year R places - there is a need for additional 
school places to be provided.   
 
SWISH FIBRE 
Swish Fibre have been laying their cables across Whitehill & Bordon and there have been 
some complaints to me, because of the disruption. I have been happy to liaise with Swish to 
resolve. 
The following link is useful, to understand the legal/regulatory/authorisation position 
regarding their work: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/licencesandpermits/fibre-optic-communications  
 
Swish have their own webpage dedicated to Whitehill & Bordon: 
https://www.swishfibre.com/locations/bordon 
 
They have invited me to an update meeting via teams at 11am on 16 Jan. Please let me 
know if anyone from Whitehill Town Council would like to attend? 
 
ARRIVAL SQUARE (CHALET HILL/HIGH STREET/BUDDS LANE, BORDON) ROAD WORKS 
STARTING 9 JANUARY 2023 
 
Information from Hampshire County Council: 
 
https://bit.ly/Arrival-Square-Improvements  
 
Arrival Square is the area at the top of Chalet Hill and includes the section of the High Street 
between the pedestrian crossing (outside Coral) and the roundabout at Budds Lane. The 
works includes changing the existing traffic lights to a roundabout. 
  
This will start on Monday 9 January 2023 for a period of approximately six months. Working 
hours will be between 7.30am and 6pm. 
 
Temporary traffic lights and a temporary one-way system will be in place, northbound 
direction (towards Farnham) with no access southbound for vehicles (pedestrian access will 
be maintained). This is expected to be in place 24 hours a day, seven days a week for the 
duration of scheme completion. There will be diversions in place. 
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🚌🚌 The nearest bus stops will be outside Tesco, Chalet Hill Shops and on Havannah Way. 
 
Hampshire County Council is delivering the works on behalf of the Whitehill and Bordon 
Regeneration Company and has appointed Mildren Construction Ltd. This is part of the 
planning permission that was granted for the new town centre development in Bordon 
(including the new supermarket Morrisons.) The highway improvement scheme includes 
changing the existing traffic lights to a roundabout which they say will improve the access 
for people living in and around Whitehill and Bordon to reach the town centre on foot or by 
bicycle. 
 
📞📞 📧📧Should you have any enquiries about the work contact Hampshire County Council 
0300 555 1388 (Roads and Transport) or email whitehillandbordon@hants.gov.uk and use 
the wording ‘Arrival Square’ in the subject line. I encourage you to copy me in (as local 
County Cllr) using andy.tree@hants.gov.uk so I can stay informed and also ask questions on 
your behalf. 
⚠The Emergency contact number via the contractor Mildren Construction is: 
07387 186819. 
 
Further information on the traffic management, temporary bus stop relocation and updates 
about the scheme can be viewed via the County Council’s web pages: 
🌐🌐 https://bit.ly/Arrival-Square-Improvements  
 
Prior to the above improvement road works starting, Scottish and Southern Energy (SSE) 
have completed the High Street works and laid high voltage cables through Bordon linking 
to a new substation in 2023. 
 
I have no power to change the plan but asked for these works to start in Jan 2023 rather 
than Dec 2022, so station road could re-open first, roads would be fully open for Christmas 
(when work would have had to stop anyway) and Swish Fibre works could be completed. 
 
Bus Route Changes 
Stagecoach have advised of the following route changes, whilst the Hampshire County 
Council roadworks take place at top of Chalet Hill/High Street/Budds Lane for about six 
months: 
"Bus services will need to divert from 9th January for approximately 6 months. 
Southbound 13s towards Liphook/Haslemere will divert from Camp Road via Budds Lane, 
Havannah Way, and A325 Louisburg Way to Whitehill and will then go straight up 
Petersfield Road/High Street past Tesco and turn right into Chalet Hill to resume the normal 
route back towards Whitehill and Liphook. 
Northbound 13s towards Alton/Basingstoke is not affected 
18 will run from Camp Road via Budds Lane, Havannah Way, and A325 Louisburg Way to 
Whitehill, then north via Petersfield Road turning right to serve Conde Way and Forest 
Centre, then left from Conde Way into Chalet Hill and right at the top of Chalet Hill to 
resume normal route. Times from Whitehill will be slightly earlier than normal. 
If you would like to see more information about this matter please follow Stagecoach 
service updates on their website and make sure to set your location to the local area 
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/service-updates/serviceupdatesarticle?SituationId=ID-
05/01/2023-16:37:23:936  
 
Local Businesses 
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As County Councillor, I have been concerned about businesses adversely affected by the 
works and so I wrote to the Chief Executive of EHDC about this, specifically thinking about 
the business rates paid to them. I received a reply as follows: 
 
"Dear Cllr Tree 
In answer to your email, I am told that Hampshire County Council (HCC) has anticipated 
disruption and kept the road open to mitigate that, which will help businesses as customers 
can still access their premises.  The HCC project team should, and normally do, have an 
engagement plan to keep stakeholders up to date with the project which also helps manage 
the disruption.   
In terms of business rates, if any premises are affected by local disruption, such as flooding, 
building or roadworks, businesses can apply for a temporary reduction in their business 
rates.  They will need to submit an application to the District Valuation Office who are 
responsible for setting the Rateable Value.  Please remember that if businesses are in receipt 
of any Rate Relief and the Rateable Value is reduced then the amount of relief received  by 
them will also be reduced: https://www.gov.uk/introduction-to-business-rates/if-your-
business-or-premises-change-or-cant-be-used  
 
District Council officers will however keep in close contact with the HCC lead officer for the 
works to see how they progress and its impact on the town businesses in and around Chalet 
Hill. 
I hope this reassures you."  
 
These works are going to cause frustration and disruption for all of us. There is no easy 
solution for businesses during this period. However, based on the reply above, it might be 
worth looking at the above link? I should emphasise that I am not on EHDC and have no 
control over whether any relief/rebate would be offered by valuation office. 
 
I also suggest that any business may wish to check any business interruption insurance 
they  may have and if it covers this type of situation? 
 
BUS FARE CAP 
Some good news for everyone including Whitehill & Bordon! Single journeys capped at £2 
(subject to details in link) from 1st January 2023 until 31st March 2023 
Full details here: https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/national/2-pound-
fare  
 
I look forward to working with you all in 2023 and please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you need anything from me in my role as County Cllr? 
 
Best regards, 
 
Andy 
 
Cllr Andy Tree 
County Councillor for Whitehill, Bordon and Lindford 
Leader of the Independent Group 

 
The Castle, Winchester SO23 8UJ. 
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Mob: 07545536474 
E-mail: andy.tree@hants.gov.uk 
Website: www.hants.gov.uk 
 
If you are contacting me as: 
Leader of Whitehill Town Council, please email andy.tree@whitehilltowncouncil.gov.uk . 
Leader of the Whitehill & Bordon Community Party, please email 
andy.tree@whitehillbordon.org.uk . 
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